CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS

normal persons and neurotics; let us now turn to the genesis of
the psychoses.

The first part of the phase when sadism is at its zenith is that in
which the attacks are conceived of as being made by violence.
This I have come to recognize as the fixation-point in dementia
praecox. In the second part of this phase the attacks are imagined
as being made by poisoning, and the urethral and anal-sadistic
impulses predominate. This I believe to be the fixation-point in
paranoia.1 I may recall that Abraham maintained that in
paranoia the libido regresses to the earlier anal stage. My con-
clusions are in agreement with Freud's hypotheses, according to
which the fixation-points of dementia praecox and paranoia are
to be sought in the narcissistic stage, that of dementia praecox
preceding that of paranoia.

The ego's excessive and premature defence against sadism
checks the establishing of a relation to reality and the develop-
ment of phantasy-life. The further sadistic appropriation and
exploration of the mother's body and of the outside world (the
mother's body in an extended sense) are brought to a standstill,
and this causes the more or less complete suspension of the
symbolic relation to the things and objects representing the con-
tents of the mother's body and hence of the relation to the
subject's environment and to reality. This withdrawal becomes
the basis of the lack of affect and anxiety, which is one of the
symptoms of dementia praecox. In this disease, therefore, the
regression would go right back to the early phase of development
in which the sadistic appropriation and destruction of the interior
of the mother's body, as conceived of by the subject in phantasy,
together with the establishing of the relation to reality, was pre-
vented or checked owing to anxiety.

1 I will cite elsewhere the material upon which I am basing this view and will
give more detailed reason in support of it. (Cf. my Psycho-Analysis of Children.}
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